
 

February 19, 2014 
 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel and the Chicago City Council: 

 It has been brought to my attention that Ald. Edward Burke has proposed a ban on carriage 
horses in Chicago based on the opinion that it is cruel to the horses. I was also informed that Ald. Burke 
came to this conclusion on the advice from a letter from PETA. While I can understand being unaware 
on the actual facts of horsemanship, I don’t understand and frankly I am discouraged that Ald. Burke is 
taking advice from a group of animal rights activists and making recommendations based on their 
extreme opinions without gathering information from other more credible sources. 
 

I have been an equine veterinarian for 18 years and certified in the practice of animal 
chiropractic for nearly as long. I have provided veterinary services for all disciplines of equine sports 
and recreation.  I have worked with horses in disciplines such as barrel racing, hunter/jumpers, 3 day 
event, dressage, endurance riding, combined driving, Standardbred race horses and show horses of 
several breeds including Saddlebreds, Arabians and Hackneys. I mention these last five specifically 
because these horses either always pull carts/carriages or have classes in shows in which they need to 
pull a cart/carriage. I also have been providing veterinary orthopedic and spinal mobilization (animal 
chiropractic) services for over 10 years to a few of the carriage horses that pull carriages in Chicago. In 
my experience, the horses that pull the Chicago carriages are less stressed than any of the other 
horses in the above list that pull carts/carriages.  

 
To an educated horseman that last statement makes complete sense because the workload 

on the Chicago carriage horses is far less than any of the other above mentioned horses. Thinking that 
a horse pulling a carriage on a flat surface at a walk is cruel is ludicrous, especially one that has been 
bred, trained and conditioned to pull carriages. In fact, a routine schedule with regular workload is 
optimal for horses’ health. The carriage horses in Chicago are well cared for, some even receiving 
routine chiropractic care to be sure they are healthy and able to continue their work as comfortable as 
possible. They are well adapted to the city environment by evidence of how few accidents and injuries 
occur, especially in comparison to the other horse disciplines.  

 
It is my expert opinion and that of the Illinois animal cruelty laws that a horse pulling a carriage 

in Chicago is not cruel. If it was legally defined that a horse pulling a cart at a walk was considered 
cruel, then any and all horse disciplines would certainly be considered cruel. It is my personal opinion 
that defining all horse related activities as cruel is the underlying goal of an extreme animal rights group, 
which seems to have the ear of an Alderman who has no experience with horses and no horse sense.  

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Daniel Beatty, DVM 
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